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By Maria Elena Cruz
After a year at Our Lady of the Lake University, 

President Diane Melby, EdD,  has learned what it re-
ally means to become part of the OLLU familia.  La 
familia, which translates to “the family,” is a fitting term 
for those who support and form part of the Blue Na-
tion. From students and their families, to staff, faculty 
and alumni, the OLLU familia reaches far and wide. 

Melby doesn’t think it’s a coincidence people feel 
at home here at OLLU, the spirit of community and 
service is a value deeply embedded in the heritage 
and mission of the founding members of the uni-
versity. “When we hear people say ‘I like it here’ 
or ‘It just feels good here,’ it feels like we are do-
ing good things here, it feels like we are in the right 
place, that’s all because of the Sisters,” said Melby. 

Melby said she understands many of the chal-
lenges students face while in school and the rea-
sons some may choose to drop out. She came from 
a family of 10 with little financial resources for edu-
cation, so she worked a part-time job while finish-
ing her studies. However, according to Melby, stu-
dents today may face even more responsibilities. 

“Oftentimes our students hold one job sometimes 
two, three jobs,” she said, “They are more involved in 
their family lives, often taking care of children them-
selves or helping their families back home financially…
students are far harder workers today and I think that 
might mean they are far more over extended.” This 
may lead many students to give-up on their studies.

Nevertheless, Melby remains hopeful when talking 
about the future of OLLU and its students. “I am so 
incredibly optimistic about where OLLU is today and 
where OLLU is going in the future. I’m optimistic about 
it, and I’m excited about the energy on campus,” she 
said. “I have loved seeing our student leadership teams 
working all summer long, and working this fall to help 
people feel included and boost the energy level on -

“Main has had some renovations since 2008,” 
she said “the infrastructure and the technologi-
cal additions, those are the kinds of facilities I’d 
like to see throughout our campus. I have heard 
from the students that wireless capacity is er-
ratic around campus, and I think that needs to 
be improved.“Students are more and more reli-
ant on electronics, not just computers but iPads, 
iPhones and all kinds of devices. We have the 
responsibility to help them receive the high-
est quality academic education that they can.”

While she agrees that changes to academic 
programs may help attract and retain new stu-
dents, she pointed out that it should be done 
with careful precision, as not to lose sight of 
OLLU’s educational purpose in the community. 

“We need to think about what’s next, what pro-
gram at the undergraduate level can we develop, 
but careful that it doesn’t take us astray, that it 
doesn’t try to compete with Incarnate Word or 
any place else,” she said. “We want to create pro-
grams that will make OLLU stand out as unique-
ly different from other institutions in the area.”  

For Melby, OLLU is already unique and 
serves an important purpose in educating the 
San Antonio community. Voicing this mission 
and purpose to the community and prospective 
students is high on her agenda. “We have our 
niche, we are a university that is strongly in-
volved in community development at every lev-
el,” she said. “If you look at our strongest pro-
grams, our social work program, our psychology 
program, our counseling programs, our business 
programs, all of those are about community de-
velopment, so we have that niche but we have 
to articulate it, and we need to build on it.” 

Not one to move around – she spent 37 
years in Virginia before coming to San An-
tonio – Melby is here for the long haul. “I 
want to be here for as long as I am a positive 
impact on OLLU, and should the day come 
that I am not a positive impact, or I run out of 
ideas to move us forward; then, I would want 
to step aside gracefully and happily,” she said. 

In the meantime, Melby is clear about her 
mission at OLLU, and it coincides perfectly 
with that of the university and the Sisters of 
Divine Providence. During her installation 
address, she made it clear that her goal was 
to continue on the mission started so long 
ago, but still essential and relevant today. 

“Today our nation is being challenged on 
many fronts,” she said at her installation ad-
dress, “We are dealing with many tough is-
sues that have far-reaching consequences for 
our economy and our culture. And clearly, the 
greatest chance we have to address these chal-
lenges and maintain the strength of this great 
nation is through education. And it matters 
most for the poor, for the immigrant’s child, 
for the parent trying to put food on the table, 
for the young who have grown up with noth-
ing but the love of their family. Let us stand 
together as one family, in support and friend-
ship, for all those who hunger for education ev-
erywhere. Wings Up, mi familia, Wing’s Up!”

Dr.Melby And The OLLU  Familia 
campus, I see that in our faculty and I see it 
in our staff.” Despite her optimism, Melby is 
well aware of the challenges that lie ahead and 
is prepared to meet them with a plan of action 
that she hopes will create awareness and at-
tract prospective students. Creating new pro-
grams that may appeal to undergraduates is 
one, but also expanding existing programs 
and upgrading technology used in classrooms. 

 “We want to 
create programs 
that will make 

OLLU stand out 
as uniquely 

different from 
other institutions 

in the area.”  
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By Levi Rios

Halloween On Campus

It is that time of the year—People are 
putting on costumes and scary mov-
ies are taking over television. Haunt-
ed houses are reopened and theme 
parks get into the Halloween spirit. 
Our Lady of the Lake is no exception. 
This year OLLU has plenty of events 
scheduled so students and facul-
ty can enjoy a great and safe Hal-
loween and they are all targeted to-
ward the family-friendly audience. 
The main event this year, Boo Bash!, 
takes place October 27nd at 6pm in 
Centennial Courtyard. Boo Bash is an 
annual event established by Residence 
Life. This upcoming Halloween celebra-
tion will be marked the 27nd Boo Bash. 
Grace Sinyard, the Assistant Director of
Residence Life, said Boo Bash builds an 
environment for the OLLU community to 
enjoy Halloween safely with their families. 

Boo Bash is an event solely for chil-
dren to trick or treat throughout the 
dormitories of OLLU. The bash is 
a huge event this year and Sinyard 
expects a great turnout this year.  
“Our biggest number was close to 900. 
With parking this year, I believe we 
will still get 600,” Sinyard said, how-
ever, she would be surprised if Boo 
Bash beats their previous record in par-
ticipants. Sinyard has been involved 
in the trick or treat event for four years 
and she has seen changes to the event 
throughout the time working in Res-Life. 
“The creativity levels are always dif-
ferent,” Sinyard said. Residence As-
sistants bring new ideas every year for 
the themes throughout the dormitory. 
With new RAs becoming part of the 
team, the themes are always changing. 

Residence Assistants have been going 
through training in the Fall to prepare for 
this event. Throughout September, they 
generate the ideas and themes for the Boo 
Bash. On October 1st, they begin decorat-
ing and starting the process for the bash. 
Lucila Valenzuela, a Resident Assistant 
and 2016 RA of the Year, has been par-
ticipating for three years in the Hallow-
een tradition. “My first Boo Bash was 
nerve-wracking,” Valenzuela said. She 
created a Harry Potter theme. “There 
were owls everywhere, candles hang-
ing from the ceiling and even the theme 
music was playing in the background.” 
Valenzuela received second place in 
the Dorm Hall Contest—a contest 
the Residence Assistants compete in 
for best decorative theme during Boo 
Bash. She is very excited about her next 
theme, Star Wars. She is currently work-
ing on her “wow” factor for the theme. 
Sinyard said Res-Life tries its best to get 
at least 20 residents from each of the four 
dormitories to volunteer: Centennial, 
Flores, Ares, and Pacelli. They prefer not 
to use the other two dorms, Saint Anne’s 
and Providence, as to limit the traffic 
when crossing the street. Valenzuela will 
be encouraging her residents to partici-
pate as it is not only an experience for 
the kids, but for the residences as well. 
Another traditional event on campus 
would be the Monster Mash Bash (MMB). 
MMB is a Halloween dance party hosted 
by the Christian Fraternity Sigma Theta 
Epsilon. The dance includes music from a 
live DJ, costume contests and more. This 
bash will be their 10th year celebrating 
Halloween. Robert Sagaribay, the Presi-
dent of Sigma Theta Epsilon, said the
event is aimed at bringing the OLLU 
community together and celebrate a 
great holiday. “We just come together 
and interact with one and another.”
MMB is an alternative to events off 
campus. “Halloween might not be 
the safest holiday,” Sagaribay said. 

Monster Mash Bash is hosted on campus to 
ensure safe fun for OLLU and its students. 
This is an opportunity for those who do not 
have vehicles and who cannot spend time 
with their families in their hometown. 
Sagaribay has said Monster Mash Bash 
has evolved throughout the years. “It used 
to small social, but has grown to be a re-
spected event,” he said. “People expect 
Monster Mash Bash to happen in October.” 
Changes have been implemented in this 
upcoming Monster Mash Bash. “I am 
excited because we have invited frater-
nities and sororities off campus to come 
out to the event,” Sagaribay said. By in-
viting others to campus, Sagaribay hopes 
to show others the greatness of OLLU.
Eric Quijada, a member of Sigma 
Theta Epsilon, has been working on 
MMB since his freshman semes-
ter in Fall 2012 and says a lot has 
changed. “I have seen several changes 
in Monster Mash Bash,” said Quijada. 
“There will be a live DJ,” Quijada said. 
DJ DOSO, a popular musician and a 
member of Sigma Theta Epsilon, will 
be attending MMB. “He is popular in 
the community; everyone probably 
knows him as Courtney Lynn Dailey.”

Image Created By: Jc Wollslager

Monster Mash Bash will also be includ-
ing some costume contests: one for males, 
one for females, and one for couples. 
There will be prizes for best costume. 
Quijada said by buying a MMB ticket, 
you will be automatically entered into a 
raffle to win Mona Luna tickets. He en-
courages first semester freshmen to at-
tend because it only happens once a year. 

Early Voting Starts Next Week
Whether you are at home, work or out 
running errands, you will be able to 
find a polling place near you. For stu-
dents casting their very first ballot, there 
are some important to be aware of.
The first day of early voting will be this 
Monday, October 24, 2016. Should stu-
dents prefer a mail-in ballot, the last day 
to apply for the ballot to be sent is Friday, 
October 28, 2016 (the ballot should be re-
ceived by this date, not postmarked) Ac-
cording to the Texas Secretary of State’s

may vote at any early voting location lo-
cated in the county of residence. To find 
an early voting location, students can go 
online to http://www.bexar.org and click 
on the tab titled “Elections-Department." 
Site locations will be made available two 
days before the first day early voting starts. 
Students should check their registra-
tions and find out if they are in fact reg-
istered to vote before heading out to the 
polls. The next step would be to find 
and review a sample ballot, and then 
proceed to finding a polling location.

The main early voting location is at 
the Bexar County Elections Depart-
ment located at 1103 S. Frio, and 
DEAFLINK for the hearing impaired 
will be available at this location.
In addition to the main early polling 
place on Frio, early voting will also be 
conducted at the following locations: 
ALAMO STADIUM CONVOCATION 
CENTER--110 Tuleta

The last day students can vote early will be Fri-
day, November 4, 2016.

For more information about early voting or 
polling locations, contact the office of Bexar 
County Elections at (210) 335-VOTE (8683).

Source: Texas Secretary of state   http://www.
sos.state.tx.us/elections/voter/2016-important-
election-dates.shtml'

CLAUDE BLACK CENTER--2805 East 
Commerce
CODY LIBRARY--11441 Vance Jackson
COLLINS GARDEN LIBRARY--200 
North Park

BEXAR COUNTY JUSTICE CEN-
TER--300 Dolorosa
BROOKHOLLOW LIBRARY--530 
Heimer Road
CASTLE HILLS CITY HALL--209 
Lemonwood Dr.

 By Lake Front Staff
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“I won’t be missed.” “I am nothing but a burden.” 
“No one really cares.” “This is the only way to be hap-
py.” Thoughts like these take up 18 percent of college 
undergraduate students, 6 percent are said to actually 
consider suicide and 24 percent of total college aged 
people have thoughts of attempting suicide. Though in 
all, suicidal thoughts in college students range from 32 
percent to 70 percent, as reported by the National Cen-
ter for the Prevention of Youth Suicide. Many people 
may tell themselves that it isn’t anyone they know, but 
given the statistics the odds are it may be someone you 
know. There are warning signs, ways to approach the 
person about their problems and people who can help.

Warnings can’t be seen easily, because those who are 
depressed and are suicidal don’t want to feel like they are 
a burden to their friends and family. Therefore, they hide 
behind a bright smile, talk less, and almost always make 
sure they are overly happy. Yet, these are not the only 
signs that can indicate depression. This can just be their 
personality. The warning signs are not so easy to notice; 
participation in academics or social environments de-
creases they become isolated and grades and their atten-
tion in classes goes down immensely. They joke, write, 
and/or make indirect comments about their own death, 
for example, they will imply they want to sleep forever. 
They also give their prized possessions to others so they 
won’t have to worry about leaving them behind. These 
signs can also happen to those who experience a break-up 
or the loss of a loved one. These actions can reveal how 
they feel, and if they will soon be leaning towards cor-
nered thoughts. Remember, not every suicide has a plan.

The pamphlet ‘Suicide in America’ from the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services states, 
“Men are more likely to die by suicide, and women 
are more likely to attempt.”  Yet, suicide isn’t a gen-
der or ethnic issue. It is a stress issue, a personal issue. 

Many risks are the same, so help can be the same. 
The main question is how can you help? Listen to 
them, be there, and make promises you can and will 
keep. Things like these help show people who are 
suicidal that someone cares and someone can re-
late to their stress. Never make them feel like what 
they are going through is a bad thing, because they 
will soon push you away and become more isolated. 

“Around 30,000 people die by suicide each 
year in the United States,” Suicide in America 
reads.  There is always help to those who need it.

It is important to tell people around you that you are 
there for them. Tell them they are cared for and sup-
ported. Dr. Rosa Ana Espinosa,“Suicide is 100 per-
cent  preventable.” There is a workshop that can help 
you reach those you may be concerned about. Ques-
tion, Persuade, and Refer (QPR) is prevention training. 
To attend, RSVP with the Counseling Services here at 
OLLU. There are also hotlines to contact; Center for 
Health Care Services 24/Hour Hotline – (210) 223-
7233, or (800) 316-9241; National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline – (800) 273-8255. Never keep it a secret. Be-
ing suicidal isn’t a bid for attention, it is a call for help.

A Smile Seen, A Frown Within
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By Amber N. Chavez

Our Lady of the Lake Welcomes 
New Staff to Campus MinistryBy Stephanie Garza

This 2016 fall semester welcomed two members to the Our 
Lady of the Lake Campus Ministry. Friar Bryan Hajovsky, 
OFM Conv, MDiv and Sister Patti Lohre, IWBS talked with 
the Lake Front about their goals and aspirations for support-
ing and promoting the spiritual health of OLLU students and 
staff. Hajovsky serves as the Director of University Ministry 
and Sister Patti is the University Minister and Program Co-
ordinator, she returns to OLLU after attending as a student. 

Both Hajovsky and Lohre have history in San Antonio. Fri-
ar Bryan was born in San Antonio and Lohre is an Our Lady 
of the Lake University alumna, having graduated last May. 
“It was very much Providence that got me here,” said Lohre. 

They are both very excited and happy to be back 
and ministering to students at the university. You will 
most likely see both Hajovsky and Sister Patti around 
the campus helping with different events and praying 
for students and their families. “We are often network-
ing with a faculty and staff, discussing whatever needs 
to happen with any type of event,” said Friar Bryan.

 Lohre and Hajovsky also work with current students 
teaching them how to assist their peers in need. “We 
have student ministers who are great, they are learning 
how to be ministers ,and we want to [serve as models] so 
hopefully they learn that and be there for their friends or 
maybe someone they don’t know on campus,” said Ha-
jovsky. Lohre also oversees the Sacramental prep class, 
which offers guidance to students seeking to minister. 

While both Lohre and Hajovsky’s day can be pretty busy, 
they want everyone on campus to know that they are there first 
and foremost to serve students and faculty in need of spiritual 
guidance,“Wherever our day is at, if someone comes by we.-

They encourage students to check out their Facebook page, 
there they’ll find posts and tons of pictures from Lohre and 
Hajovsky. “We have fun postings on Facebook,” she said. 
Lohre takes most of the pictures. “That is my hobby, I have 
been taking photos for most of my life.” Aside from photog-
raphy, she is also a published author. Her book, released in 
2014, is titled Open Your Eyes, Open Your Heart and is filled 
with original poems and beautiful photography. If you’d like 
to check out her book, it is available at the campus bookstore.

Campus Ministry is located in Elliot House.  For stu-
dents wishing to visit and learn more about Univer-
sity Ministry, or maybe just want to stop by and say 
“hello,” Lohre and Hajovsky welcome you anytime.

The ministry hopes to help students with the many is-
sues and challenges they face throughout their academic 
journey and university life.  “Our mission is to walk along 
with any student, faculty member and any staff member. 
We don’t have all the answers but we are glad to walk with 
people so that they grow in their own spirituality.” Hajo-
vsky, echoes that sentiment. “We are here for the spirit…we 
are literally the sounding boards and safe space for them to 
come. We are trying to nourish the whole person,” he said. 

He also added nobody is turned away, no mat-
ter what religious affiliation. “We are here for you,” 
he said, “whether you are Catholic or not, Chris-
tian or non-Christian, please know that we are here 
for you. We want to help you in any way that we can.”

are going to stop for them, because that’s our main 
purpose here. Each person is the important one.
If someone comes to us and they need our time, we 
stop and we will be there for them,” said Lohre.

Photo by:Stepanie Garza

Safe Zone Training

Every year at OLLU, The Alliance organization holds a Safe 
Zone Training event. This event is about helping create a safe 
environment for those who do not identify with the heteronor-
mative life. The event lasts all day long; however, it’s well-
put together and full of fun activities and informative talks. 

Safe Zone Training is sponsored by the Worden school, 
and many of the people who attend are social work majors.  
Many individuals are misinformed about the LGBTQIPD 
and this event is not only about bridging the  informa-
tion gap. It’s about creating a climate of caring in which 
individuals feel accepted by those around them. Naomi 
Brown, one of the guest speakers, say, “The community 
is growing and adapting.” There is a constant shift and 
change in not only dialogue, but by how people interact 
with LGBTQIPD members. Terminology is changing so 
rapidly that it has to be updated almost every six months.  

The reason why it is important for social workers to at-
tend Safe Zone Training, is that it makes them more aware 
of current situations LGBTQIPD members face. It is more 
likely that a person from LGBTQIPD will face difficulties in 
foster care than someone who tends to be heteronormative. 

Safe Zone Training also talks about the most ef-
fective way to be an ally to LGBTQIPD groups. 
The line is repeated over and over again. “ ally is a 
verb and not a noun.” This is meant to state that al-
lies are a people who actively support members of 
a marginalized group. It is very important for allies 
to be active instead of being passive and just stating 
they are an ally because they can. For more informa-
tion about The Alliance events, students can contact 
the president Bea Blackmon at alliance@ollusa.edu

By Chloe M. Brown

Courtesy Photo

A new school year brings in high 
hopes for students, but also allows 
room for many mistakes as well. 
However, the Saints Productions 
Board and the Student Govern-
ment Association at Our Lady of 
the Lake University, hosted For the 
Love of Money Event to teach stu-
dents about financial literacy and 
also gave students the chance to re-
ceive expert advice on relationships. 

In a form of a game show called 
The Real Deal, hosted by come-
dian Ralph Tetta, students were 
asked financial questions and got the 
chance to receive money or prizes. 

advice about managing finances. 
Even though the games were all 
fun, participants, did learn valuable 

“The trivia game was fun, and 
I really did learn how to improve 
my financial status. Also that it 
doesn’t hurt to ask for expert ad-
vice,” said freshman Patrick Zavala.

The questions for the trivia game 
were created by La’Twanna Tay-
lor, who works for USAA as a fraud 
analyst, she thinks that getting a 
job is very important for students.

Taylor thinks that by getting a job, students 
can practice better financial responsibility and 
will better understand how to manage money.

“The earlier you practice these habits the 
more they become second nature to you. Finan-
cial responsibility allows you to have an easier 
life; you can essentially go to any car lot and 
pick out any car you want within your means, 
allows you access to the lowest interest rates and 
to have a little fun when it's time,” said Taylor. 

one, how to get out of a bad one, versus 
them not knowing the message and not 
knowing what to practice,” said Coleman.

Priscilla Martinez, freshman, came 
to the event looking for a fun night out 
but left with beneficial information. 

“I am in relationship and I think about the 
tips he gave me and how that will help me in 
the future. Also I think about I apply this in my 
current relationship as well,” said Martinez. 

Coleman’s mission is to help others but 
do it in a way that makes the audience laugh.

However, all this wisdom didn’t hap-
pen overnight, Coleman said that is from 
years of experience and from meeting others.

By Alexis Medrano

For The Love of Money 

Courtesy Photo

Sister Patti Lohre and Friar Bryan Hajovsky

“When I was younger my mother had a 
stroke. I watched the speech therapy people 
bring her back from the dead. So I went into 
speech, and then I realized I have a bit of an 
entertainer in me, but I wanted to help people. 
I wanted to find a job where I entertained and 
helped them at the same time. People walked 
away tonight thinking that was incredibly help-
ful, and that was incredibly fun,’’ said Coleman.

“Some of it happened to me, some of it 
happened to friends and family. I have been 
doing this for a while so the more you hear 
from people and the more advice you give, 
and you know what works then you know 
what to tell the next person,” said Coleman. 

Although the game show was one aspect 
of the night, SGA and SPB brought in David 
Coleman better known as the dating doctor. 
Coleman gave several pieces of advice about 
dating such as having confidence in yourself, 
being honest with yourself and the other per-
son involved in the relationship, and talking 
about the dynamics of a healthy relationship. 

“Get a job and use your mon-
ey wisely. Save! Saving is para 
mount to your future,”said Taylor.

“Students learned how to be fiscally re-
sponsible, learned what a healthy relation-
ship looks like, learned how to get into 

Coleman, whose job is closely mirrored in the 
movie Hitch, thinks it is important that students 
learn these valuable life skills so they know 
what to expect out of healthy relationships. 
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Athlete of the Month

Courtesy of the OLLU Sports Information Office

OLLU Celebrates Opening of New Campus
Sisters of Divine Providence continue mission of educating underserved communities
By Maria Elena Cruz

Mariachis blared in celebration of the newest 
campus of Our Lady of the Lake University, lo-
cated in the city of La Feria, south of San Antonio 
in the Rio Grande Valley. The grand opening of the 
new school was the culmination of many hours of 
hard work by community leaders and residents of 
the area, who felt the need for more educational op-
portunities.  OLLU RGV will offer bachelor's, mas-
ter's and doctoral degrees in social and leadership 
studies, among others. In a city where more than 20 
percent of the population live in poverty, the need 
to create better and lasting educational opportunities 
for residents was evident to state and local officials. 

Patricia Longoria, recently appointed as the di-
rector for the Rio Grande campus, talked about 
the incredible opportunities OLLU will be afford-
ing this underserved region in South Texas. “It is 
an exciting time for higher education in the Rio 
Grande Valley,” said Longoria,.“Increasing ac-
cess to higher education in the Valley is criti-
cal to the success of our region and our future.” 

Economic Development Administration. represen-
tative Robert Busche pointed to a shift in the kind of 
work the government is doing to try and help commu-
nities like La Feria who want to help improve them-
selves beyond their infrastructure. “Increasingly what 
we are doing today is investing in communities that are 
investing in themselves,” said Busche. .“This is a part-
nership of the city of La Feria, Our Lady of the Lake 
University and frankly the wants and desires of the 

OLLU is no stranger to bringing new educa-
tional opportunities to underserved communities. 
Coming from France more than 150 years ago, 
the Sisters of the Divine Providence founded Our 
Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio as a 
school for young women. OLLU President Diane 
Melby, EID, made comparisons to these humble 
beginnings when addressing those in attendance. 

“When OLLU came to the Rio Grande Valley in 
2008, it was the result of a similar quest. Just like our 
campus in San Antonio grew through the years, our 
efforts here in the Valley have grown. We started with 
one doctoral program and now we offer bachelor’s de-
grees in criminal justice, social work, and psychology,” 
she said. “We now offer master’s degrees in business 
administration, organizational leadership, social work, 
and a PhD program that is flourishing,” added Melby.

If education is in fact the great equalizer, the future 
looks bright for La Feria. According to the College 
Board, workers with a bachelor’s degree earn 75 per-
cent more than those with only a high school diploma, 
and those with master’s or doctoral degrees earn even 
more. This can prove not only beneficial for indi-
viduals and families, but for the entire region as well. 

In addition to expanding its program, OLLU 
RGV will especially provide educational op-
portunities for working professionals looking 
to advance in their careers. They willevening 
and weekend classes as well as regular classes. 

The new building is fully equipped and ready 
to admit new students. “This is a state-of-the-art 
educational facility that will serve the Valley for 
many, many years. It will be the spark that will 
create a positive change in the lives of our stu-
dents, our family and our community,” said Melby.

Father Alfonso Guevara of the Dioceses of 
Brownsville believes it is no coincidence the Sis-
ters of Divine Providence have brought this gift 
to the city. “This is no accident,” said Father Gue-
vara, “this is truly providence at work in our lives.”

For more information about Our Lady of the Lake 
University Rio Grande Valley degrees and programs 

visit www.ollusa.edu/RGV

community, in general, to help this community move 
forward to create economic opportunities through 
education. In the Valley there are lot of need as far 
as education, and the addition of OLLU will be a 
tremendous addition to this community as a whole.”

Courtesy Photo 

There is something about food that 
uplifts any situation. It brings people to-
gether but can also be savored as a solo 
activity. San Antonio is filled with cul-
ture that can literally be tasted almost 
at every corner. Our Lady of the Lake 
is located at a perfect spot, surround-
ed by some of the best restaurants in 
the city. In less than a 15 minute drive, 
you can be in the downtown, South-
town, and Pearl area. These locations 
are prime for San Antonio’s best chefs 
to deliver their outstanding menus to us.

La Fruteria, owned by prestigious 
Chef Johnny, offers an amazing menu 
of healthy Mexican cuisine. Located in 
Southtown, La Fruteria, fits in perfectly 
with the highend yet relaxed ambiance 
that the King Williams District is known 
for having. The restaurant is very dif-
ferent from most Mexican restaurants 
décor is one of a kind, and everything 
on the menu has its personal touch. 

After having a grilled fish torta 
and a “Que Fresa” smoothie, I can 
say there is nothing really like it. The 
sauces on the tilapia were flavor-
ful and the bread was made to perfec-
tion, crunchy outside and soft in inside. 
The smoothie was was quite exquisite. 

Ocho at Hotel Havannah is any blog-
gers paradise. The moment you walk in, 
every single angle makes for a perfect 
picture. Without a doubt, anyone can 
agree that it is one of the trendiest restau-
rants, not just in the downtown area, but 
in all San Antonio. Ocho is amazing by 
day and night, having a view to the River 
Walk and live jazz bands at night. The 
menu consists of Cuban dishes that live 
up to the expectations of such a popular 
restaurant. If you happen to stop by dur-
ing happy hour, you can enjoy some dish-
es for half price. I strongly recommend 
the chicken quesadillas that are crispy 
and flavorful. It’s difficult finding quesa-
dillas that have correctly melted cheese, 
and Ocho definitely perfected that skill.

Lastly, The Pearl Brewery is known for 
being home to local restaurants; mean-
ing there are no chain companies within 
the area. This makes the menus of all of 
their restaurants unique. Without a doubt 
my favorite one is Cured. Chef Steve 
delivers one of the most outstanding 
menus in the city. Their lunch menu is 
just as great as their dinner, not to men-
tion that their happy hour menu makes 
the restaurant budget-friendly for any 
college student. This is the time to stop 
by Cured, becuase they are transition-
ing into their fall menu, which includes 
a number of different soups and desserts. 
If going during the lunch hours, it would 
be a crime not to try their regular cheese 
burger. For a great price you get one of 
the most exquisite burgers in town, with 
perfectly cooked beef. However, if you’re 
feeling like experimenting with their fall 
menu, then try their Pork Gumbo Soup. 
It has a strong taste however still light on 
the stomach, leaving room for dessert.

Without a doubt San Antonio has be-
come home to the “foodie” culture that 
has made food, a lot more than just a 
necessity but also a hobby, and a way of 
living. These restaurants help our com-
munity be one of a kind by catering to our 
needs and still keeping their unique flair.

Where to Grab a Bite
By Mariana Salazar

 Photos 
By:Mariana Salazar

OLLU Cross-Country’s Derek Barnett finished first among other Saints’ teammates at the An-
nual OLLU Invite and third overall with a time of 27:08 in the 8k. At the 80th Cowboy Jamboree 
in Stillwater, Oklahoma, Barnett placed 17th out of 168 runners in the 8k to lead the Saints to a 
ninth place. He was named the Red River Athletic Conference Runner of the Week for his per-
formances. On Oct. 8, Barnett led the Saints to a first place finish among non-Division I teams 
at the UIW Invitational. His time for the 8k was 25:32.2. Barnett is a junior transfer from San 
Bernardino Community College and a native of Redlands, California He is majoring in history. 

OLLU track and field runner  Derek Barnett.

La Fruteria “Que Fresa” smoothie Cured Pecan Pastry 

Cured Cheese burger with fires Cured Pork Gumbo Soup La Fruteria Tilpia Torta 
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Like many areas in the wonderful city of 
San Antonio, Our Lady of the Lake certainly 
has a rich history. Established in 1895, OLLU 
is one of the oldest institutions in Texas. With 
historic buildings like the OLLU campus we 
get to witness the beautiful architecture and 
the unique qualities. If you remember visit-
ing OLLU for the first time and taking a 
tour of the campus, your guide most likely 
shared some interesting facts about OLLU 
and showed you around the campus. The 
tour was your normal college tour until you 
get to that point, you know the one I’m talk-
ing about. The point where they tell you that 
many people believe the campus is haunted. 
Now that is definitely something you don’t 
hear every day. I can’t say that was the reason 
I decided to attend OLLU but you’ve got to 
admit that it’s pretty cool that we can say that. 

Now if there are spirits here at OLLU 
they probably do not have a preference of 
when they decide to show up. With that be-
ing said, since Halloween is coming up 
these stories become that much more rel-
evant.  Since the leaves are falling, the cool 
weather is finally here, and Halloween is just 
around the corner, the spirits of OLLU be-
come that much more interesting and spooky.

 One of the older stories of a spirit at 
OLLU is the story of a nun that is said to 
roam the hallways and haunted the old library. 

No one that I’ve asked at school has wit-
nessed this specific spirit but many alumni 
and staff recall seeing the ghostly figure mul-
tiple times. One of the more popular spirits 
that is usually the talk of incoming freshman 
is Jack, a spirit that supposedly haunts Pach-
elli hall. “In the dorms he would steal candy 
that the students had on their desk and then 
put it back. He would misplace stuff,” junior 
Lorena Aguillon said. It seems as though Jack 
may like to cause a little mischief by mov-
ing things around and has probably made a 
few people second guess themselves.  If the 
campus is actually haunted by these spirits at 
least we can conclude that they are harmless.  

Whether you live on campus or not you will 
probably hear about the spirits of OLLU more 
than once during your time here. Not just in 
October either, these stories will come up again 
as the new school year starts and students start 
moving into their dorms. If you are the type of 
person who has to see it to believe it then you 
might be waiting for a long time but that’s the 
fun part. There will always be a thought in the 
back of your head that these spirits just might 
be real. Whether or not you believe OLLU is 
haunted, we can all agree that these stories 
bring a bit more intrigue to life at OLLU. 

The Spirits of Our Lady of the Lake
By: Stephanie Garza

Courtesy Photo

As if 2016 could not get any weirder, reports of clowns terrorizing indi-
viduals has been seen worldwide starting around late August. Majority of the 
sightings has been in the U.S. and Europe.  Our San Antonio has seen our fair 
share of clown sightings as well. MySA covered an armed break-in by one 
of said clowns, the clown in question attempted to shoot the houses only oc-
cupant three times. The teen luckily escaped due to the gun jamming twice. 

Here at OLLU there have been two sightings of clowns near campus, 
one of which was at Elmendorf Lake Park. If you see a clown near, or 
on campus or any other suspicious activity, please alert campus police:

Non-emergency–210-431-4022 
Emergency–210-433-0911 

Clowns Among Us 

Courtesy PhotoBy:Angela Clark

By Destiny Camacho

Ghouls and goblins emerge to haunt the streets of San An-
tonio once more. San Antonio is one of the best cities to 
visit year-round with ghost tours that take you through the 
streets of downtown. Things get a bit more haunted come Oc-
tober. Here the air fills with screams as you walk through 
the streets. Below you will find some of the scariest and 
adrenaline-pumping haunted attractions in San Antonio. 
Are you prepared for the fright of your life this Halloween?
The 13th Floor Haunted House - 1203 E Commerce St

This year features two haunted attractions, “Feral Moon” and 
“Laughterhouse,” which are sure to give quite a fright. Laughter-
house features chainsaw wielding clowns and with all the crazy 
clown sightings around the U.S. this is sure to cause a little fear.
There will be a blackout event on November 4-5. This event has you 
and your group walk, run, and scream through the dark with a single 
glow stick. If you lose your light, the darkness may not be your friend. 
The 13th floor haunted house has locations all across the United 
States but the San Antonio location is amongst the best. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to experience this great haunted house this Halloween.

$$ Price varies General Admission

Terror Mansion – 414 W Laurel @ San Pedro

The building was built in the 1940s and with age comes actual spiritual 
history. People have said they’ve seen apparitions roaming the halls. 
During the year, Terror Mansion offers ghost tours in the building. 
The halls are transformed in October to provide ter-
ror to those brave enough to venture inside. Made up 
of 23 intense rooms, will you be able to make it out?
The only survivor tip you are given is group prayer and a rosary.

$20.00 General Admission

San Antonio Panic Room – 12770 Cimarron Path #104

$25.00 General Admission
If you’ve played those escape games on the computer or your 
smartphone you’ll probably enjoy this place. Panic Room 
is a live action escape game with three attractions, “Pris-
on Escape,” “Abandoned School Room,” “Cabin Fever.” 
This isn’t your typical haunt for Halloween but it is a fun 
idea for those who don’t enjoy being attacked by monsters. 
Each attraction holds 4-10 people and you have 60 min-
utes to escape. It’s a good bonding experience if nothing else.

Fright Fest at Six Flags Fiesta Texas – 17000 IH-10 W

The park is family friendly during the day but when the sun goes 
down you better beware. With five haunted attractions: “Fear 
House 3D” “Buried Alive” “Torture Chamber” “RockKill High 
School” and “Slaughterhouse 6,” you are sure to get the thrill of 
your life. All the haunted house attractions are free with admission. 
Not only do you get to experience the five haunted hous-
es but throughout the park there are scare zones, the roller 
coasters and other attractions, as well as food vendors. It 
may not be such a bad idea to pay the entrance fee if you 
think about all that is included in your visit to Fright Fest.

These are my picks for this October and I’m sure you may 
have a different selection as San Antonio has an abundance 
of great haunted attractions. No matter where you go this 
Halloween always remember to be careful and to have fun. 

*All prices were found online and may vary at the door 

$73.99 General Admission

Horrible Horror Films
It's the season of fright, filled with scaring friends 

and curling up to watch horror flicks. However, 
there is a certain art to being able to terrify the audi-
ences. These films honestly tried to, but didn't quite 
make the cut. I’ll be rating in each film in three cat-
egories: Actual horror rating (AH), watch for the 
laughs rating (WFTL), and how horrible rating (HH).
Zombeavers:

Wow. It’s hard to pick a place to start describ-
ing this movie when the movie starts off trying a 
little bit too hard to be pleasing to the modern agen-
da.  It’s not even until 27 minutes of the hour and 26 
minute movie that there is even any beaver action. 
If you want a lot of nudity, bad acting, and awk-
ward plot development then this is the movie for 
you. I honestly didn’t enjoy this movie, but maybe 
it’s a film made for only the diehard zombie lovers. 

Troll 2:

The first question is where is Troll 1 or just Troll? 
There is a movie called Troll; however, that movie 
bares no relation to this movie. Why? It was the 1980s, 
so movie logic make doesn’t a whole a lot of sense. 
Throughout the story there are a whole lot of continu-
ity errors (the fact that they are from Stonehenge yet 
the story is in America, somehow the dead grandpa is 
just a live, and weirdly they are vegetarians yet they 
eat people.) but no one seems to notice them when 
there are trolls the size of fourth graders running 
around. If you want to watch a movie where you can 
defeat evil with a baloney sandwich and overly dra-
matic expressions than this might be a pick for you. 
Robot Monster:

Take a little history trip back before horror films were 
a big phenomenon, and you’ll find a whole category of 
horror films that make you giggle more than scream. 
It’s a good film to watch just for nostalgia sake, but 
some of jumps in logic aren’t as transferable to mod-
ern audiences… Or maybe the jumps of logic just don’t 
makes sense at all because there was a random lizard 

dinosaur fight that still baffles me. While I was  not 
freighted out my socks, it wasn’t the worst thing I have 
ever seen. However, this movie made in the 1950s. What 
was scary in the 1950s is different from 2016 scary. 

Leprechaun (1993):

I would like to state that yes, someone thought of a green 
wearing, shoe making short man as some monstrous killer. 

Let’s start off by staying that Jenifer Anniston is in 
this movie. Second let’s talk about the fact that there 
is an actual little green wearing man running around 
the whole movie which I find absolutely hilarious. 
Maybe it’s because of the leprechaun’s childish ways 
were he pogo sticks a person to death or maybe it’s 
the fact that it was made in the 1900s and their pun 
game is real. However, this movie is so horrible that 
it becomes brilliant. If you’re expecting to scream, 
then this is not the movie for you. Yet, if you need a 
good laugh, then this movie is a good film to turn to. 

AH rating: 1  
WFTL rating: 4 
HH rating: 5 AH rating: 1 

WFTL rating: 2
HH rating: 5 

AH rating: 1  
WFTL rating: 2.5  
HH rating: 5 

AH rating: 1 
WFTL rating: 2 
HH rating: 4 

By: Chloe M. Brown

Giving and Growing Letting Words Scare

October is known for ghost and goblins, for the 
colors changing, and the cold wrapping around 
the city, but here at Our Lady of the Lake it is 
about giving back a little to the community sur-
rounding it, which is why there is Boo Bash. The 
English Honor Society happily decided to help in 
their own way, by books. At the beginning of the 
month the President and Author of Characters of 
Age, Corrigan Moran, and Vice-President Chloe 
Brown, set out to raise books for kids to give 
alongside the candy during Boo Bash, and books 
that are not for kids go to the local woman jail.

Books are diminishing with each passing year, 
and many no longer find entertainment within them, 
book club hopes to change that. “When the hours 
get darker people tend to get more depressed,” 
Chloe smiles with a melancholy glow, “but lit-
erature has always been a way to up lift people.” 

To ensure the success boxes were put around 
the school to help the donations reach the OLLU 
community. The Main Building on the first 
two floors are where these boxes are held. “A 
book is a dream that you hold in your hand,” 
this is said by Neil Gaiman, a book should be 
that way for everyone and Book Club and this 
event are helping that become truth again.

“We are trying to associate literature with a 
good time,” Chloe explains, “and a lot of people 
don’t like literature because schools associate it 
with a ‘have to do it’ and ‘you have to do this’ 
choice.” Book Club’s goal is to help associate 
books with a good memory to increase read-
ing and Boo Bash is their first step, their first 
dream, a dream that was made from books and 
their desire to share their joy. So this October 
isn’t just for ghosts and candies, it is to rejoice 
in knowledge and scare people with words.

The book drive is to help spread the literature and 
joy in the darkened months, and not many get the 
opportunity to indulge in a good book. Through this 
event Book Club hopes to reach out to the young-
er generation and introduce the fun of reading.

By:Amber N. Chavez
Courtesy Photo



Samsung Not Alone,Major 
Product Fails

Lake Front Staff
While Samsung’s global recall of 2.5 mil-

lion Note 7 smartphones is probably the larg-
est product disaster in recent history, the tech gi-
ant is not alone when it comes to major product fails.

Here’s a quick rundown of some of the biggest recalls 
in history:

WHEN TAKING TYLENOL COULD KILL YOU

There was a time taking Tylenol was like taking cya-
nide, literally. In one of the most notorious recalls of the 
modern era, Johnson & Johnson recalled more than 20 
million bottles of Tylenol capsules after someone laced 
the painkillers with cyanide and returned them to store 
shelves in Chicago. Seven people died as a result. Thus 
was born the tamper-resistant packaging we know to-
day. While it is a bit harder to open, consumers can be 
confident they will not die trying to get rid of a simple 
headache. The perpetrator remains at large to this day. 

THE FORD PINTO YOU NEVER KNEW YOU NEVER KNEW

And there is a good reason for that. Cars can and 
have exploded outside of a Hollywood movie set. In 
1978 Ford was forced to recall more than 1.5 million 
Pintos due to the faulty position of fuel tanks. Cases 
were reported of fuel tanks bursting into flames after a 
rear-end collision. At least 27 people died as a result.

EASY BAKE, EASY BURN
In 2007 kids using the Easy Bake oven were more 
likely to produce a burn than a baked good. After re-
ports of kids burning themselves while playing with 
the ovens, Hasbro recalled a million of the toy ovens.

SCALDING CUP OF JOE
Would you like a second-degree burn with that? 
Keurig soon found out the answer is a resounding 
“NO.” The manufacturers of the popular coffee mak-
ers were forced to recall about 7 million single-serve 
coffee brewing machines in 2014 because of reported 
burns. The Mini Plus Brewing Systems could overheat 
and spray scorching water during brewing. Keurig re-
ceived about 200 reports of steaming water escaping 
from the brewer and 90 reports of burn-related injuries.

HIGH-RISK HIGH CHAIR
Placing your child in this Graco high chair produced in 
2010 meant there was a high risk your kid would end 
up with his face in the spaghetti bowl. The company 
recalled more than 1 million high chairs due to reports 
of tipping. There were at least 24 reports of injuries.

DEADLY DRESSERS
Dressed to kill took on a new meaning when Ikea an-
nounced it would recall 29 million chests and dress-
ers that could easily tip over. More than three doz-
en were injured in incidents dating back as far as 
1989. The recall included a number of Ikea models.

CUTTING THE CORD
Some consumers using Microsoft AC power cords were 
in for a big shock earlier this year. The company had 
to recall about 2.44 million AC power cords because 
of a potential fire hazard and users reporting being 
shocked. 56 incidents were reported of the cords over-
heating and emitting flames, and there were five in-
cidents where the cords gave users an electric shock.

FIRESTONE FAIL
2000 was not a good year for Firestone. About 6.5 mil-
lion tires were recalled that year due to blowouts or 
flats. Most of the tires were used in SUVs and pick-
up trucks. A report issued by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration reported 271 reports 
of deaths and 800 injuries related to the faulty tires.

TOXIC TREATS

In 2013, more than 500 pets died after pet owners 
purchased treats from Nestle Purina PetCare’s “Wag-
gin’ Train” and “Canyon Creek” brands as well as Del 
Monte Corp.’s “Milo’s Kitchen” brand. Both companies 
recalled their products, as did two other companies. We 
still don’t know exactly what substance killed these pets.

HOVER BOARDS FROM HELL
More than 500,000 hover boards were recalled this 
year after dozens of the two-wheeled toys overheat-
ed, burned riders and set property on fire. There were 
99 reports of exploding or fiery battery packs with 
18 reported injuries at the time of the recall. Swag-
way led all 10 hover board makers ordered to recall 
their products with 267,000 pulled from the market.

On Wednesday Oct. 5, award winning author of the McArthur Fellowship, 
American Books award, Anisfield-Wolf award, and the Lannan Literary award for 
fiction, Sandra Cisneros filled the OLLU Thiry auditorium. Cisneros read some 
of her stories from her most recent work, House of My Own. She also had some 
of OLLU’s professors and some of her close friends, read her stories in Spanish. 

Sandra Cisneros listening to the audience’s question after her 
readings.  (Photos by: Maria Elena Cruz)

Sandra Cisneros Visits And Reads To The OLLU Familia

By: Denise Coronel

The event began with Dr. Pena, an Our Lady of the Lake professor and di-
rector for the Mexican American Studies major/program, introducing Cis-
neros as well as her work. Other professors introduced her as well, and spoke 
about her accomplishments like on September 22, when she won the Na-
tional Medal of Arts award. President Obama presented this award to her. 

Sandra showing her huipil dress from Tijuana, Mexico.

“Ay ay ay its like I came home again,” said Sandra Cisneros as the crowd 
cheered her on when she took the stage. Sandra said that although she does not 
like to wear distracting clothes, or clothes that will distract her audience from 
her readings, she wore this to OLLU and the white house on September 22 to 
make a “political statement.” “I want them to know where I am from,” she says.

Sandra then began to read from House of My Own. She had Lina Quinonez, 
an OLLU professor, read one of her stories in Spanish because, she knew most of 
the crowd read her work in Spanish. She also wanted somebody who could read 
her work perfectly, in Spanish. Sandra read Wipiles, and Lina read Unica Hija. 
After the reading the audience was allowed to ask Sandra questions. 

Most of the audience only had “thank you’s,” for Cisneros, and stated that 
her work has inspired their ways of life and role in society.  Others asked her 
questions about her writing techniques and styles. Cisneros stated that she only 
allows her, “fellow poets and authors,” to read her work because they will tell 
her when something “is not good or needs work.” She also stated that it’s im-
portant to remove “personal agendas” from our path because they “limit us.”  

After the questions, flowers and a gift of a house designed from Cisneros’ 
book, The House on Mango Street, were presented to Cisneros by one of her 
fans.  She seemed to love the gift since she gave the fan a tight hug. 

After this, Dr. Pena gave the queue for the curtains to open, which then 
revealed a book-signing table. 

After the book signing, I had the opportunity speak to Sandra Cisneros about 
her visit or return, (this event was not her first reading at OLLU) to Our Lady 
of the Lake. I asked Sandra the following question:

We know you get invited to a lot of universities, but what makes the OLLU 
familia special to you? 

“I used to have workshops here. I volunteered to give readings here after OL-
LU’s big fire incident. I worked with different great macondo writers, some who 
have now passed. I have great memories here. It gives me chills to walk through 
some of these halls. It’s a homecoming of some sort. Its like I went to school 
here. “ Sandra Cisneros also stated that she is already working on something 
new, however she stated that,  “Its so new I do not know what its about, just a 
love triangle, two men and one women.”  Although there is not date set for when 
her new work will published, we hope it gets finished and that Sandra Cisneros 
returns to OLLU once more. 
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Sandra holding gifts from fans.
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